100 – Speaking wisdom among the mature…
Real quick, before we start: I was only the phone with someone this afternoon who had
a real rough time earlier today and needed some help. At the end, I made a simple,
succinct, unequivocal declaration of the sovereignty of God: I said, “If God’s not in
charge, then there is no God.” That doesn’t mean we don’t have accountability for what
we did or said, or thought, but what if Psalm 139:16 means exactly what it says: “And
my days, ALL OF THEM, were written upon Your scroll, The days were formed,
when there was not one of them.” Wherever you were today; whatever happened
today, you could not have escaped. You may escape it tomorrow, because of what you
learned today, but nothing was out of order today. What will we learn from it? What
would God have us learn from it? What is His mind? What is Heaven’s View? His is
wisdom far, far, far beyond human wisdom.
Thank you, Father, for Your wisdom, imparted to us your sons and daughters, in the
name of Yeshua HaMashiach. Praise Your holy name! Be with us, tonight, I pray, as we
seek Your face through Your word. Show us Your glory Lord, I pray, humbly yet boldly;
let Your presence be among us, and may we know it unmistakably as we search Your
word for Your ways, Your purpose; We gather together because we love you and want
to know you more. Be all in all in us, Father I pray, in the name of Your begotten Son,
Jesus Christ. AMEN
When I read Barbara’s email to “The Family of God” early this afternoon, I realized
where God was taking us tonight. I’d like to read it for the record here, and share some
insights a couple of other things that may seem unrelated but actually are directly
related to where I believe the Lord is taking us tonight; then we’ll get into the correctly
cutting of it all. Before I read Barbara’s email it, you may want to follow the scripture she
included, from 1 Corinthians 2:6-16. Not only is this a hugely rich scripture, but she
quoted it from the CLNT, which is quite a departure from her NASB – her “findin’ Bible.”
Here’s what Barbara wrote:
Family of God;
As I was reading today, I was so grateful to God for bringing together, those who choose to be
mature and to be led by His spirit and for the honor it is to walk together!
Thank you for all you are and all you do!

In His love and care,
Barbara
1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Yet wisdom are we speaking among the mature, yet a wisdom not of this
eon, neither of the chief men of this eon, who are being discarded,
7 but we are speaking God's wisdom in a secret, wisdom which has been
concealed, which God designates before -- before the eons, for our glory,
8 which not one of the chief men of this eon knows, for if they know, they would
not crucify the Lord of glory.
9 But, according as it is written, That which the eye did not perceive, and the
ear did not hear, and to which the heart of man did not ascend -- whatever God
makes ready for those who are loving Him.
10 Yet to us God reveals them through His spirit, for the spirit is searching all,
even the depths of God.
11 For is any of humanity acquainted with that which is human except the spirit
of humanity which is in it? Thus also, that which is of God no one knows, except
the spirit of God.
12 Now we obtained, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God, that we may be perceiving that which is being graciously given to us
by God,
13 which we are speaking also, not with words taught by human wisdom,
but with those taught by the spirit, matching spiritual blessings with
spiritual words.
14 Now the soulish man is not receiving those things which are of the spirit of
God, for they are stupidity to him, and he is not able to know them, seeing that
they are spiritually examined.
15 Now he who is spiritual is, indeed, examining all, yet he is being examined
by no one.
16 For who knew the mind of the Lord? Who will be deducing from Him? Yet we
have the mind of Christ.
Before we get into the study of this section of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, I want to
add the first 5 verses, because they set the stage and there is much to learn from them
that helps us understand the importance of what follows:

1 Corinthians 2:6-16
1 And I, coming to you, brethren, came not with superiority of word or of
wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God,
2 for I decide not to perceive anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.
3 And I came to be with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling,
4 and my word and my heralding were not with the persuasive words of human
wisdom, but with demonstration of spirit and of power,
5 that your faith may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

This section of 1st Corinthians struck me deeply. I found myself completely silenced by
it, as if the Lord, through the Apostle Paul’s inspired words, had shown me with finality
that our only accountability is to declare His word, just as we are – don’t try to flower it
up; don’t try to be a great theologian or orator. Just share the truth you know from the
wellspring of your spirit, in the power of the spirit of God in you, and pay no attention to
how anyone reacts to or receives His word through you. Rather, perceive only “Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified.” We may, indeed, at any time, be as Paul was, “in
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling…” We may not have, as Paul did not
have, “persuasive words of human wisdom, but with demonstration of spirit and
of power,” and that may in fact be by God’s design, so that, for the person or persons
to whom we may be speaking, with whom we may be living, or in front of whom we may
be demonstrating God’s character, we are not the focus…He is, precisely because, as
Paul wrote, “that your faith [or their faith] may not be in the wisdom of men but in
the power of God.” In other words, are we about our business or His business? Is it
more important that people look to us or to Him? And, just as important, will we pay
attention to what we think about people – based on judgment born of a decidedly
incomplete picture – or about what Jesus Christ did for them just as surely as He did for
us?
Now on to the rest of the scripture that Barbara shared with the “Family of God” today:
1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Yet wisdom are we speaking among the mature,
When we are speaking among the mature; that is, We are speaking wisdom: the
knowledge of very diverse matters, broad and full of intelligence; the varied knowledge

of things human and divine, acquired by acuteness and experience, and summed up in
maxims and proverbs; that has to do with skill in the management of affairs; of the
knowledge and practice of the requisites for godly and upright living; We are speaking of
supreme intelligence, such as belongs to God and we are doing it among those who are
mature: full grown, adult, of full age; those who are consummate human integrity and
virtue; wanting nothing necessary to completeness; Remember that Paul was
addressing the ecclesia in Corinthians, members of the Body of Christ who were in
serious trouble morally. Nevertheless, Paul is including them in the picture of maturity. I
find that enormously encouraging, because there are times when I see myself far from
maturity, according to the spiritual standards that Paul lays out.
The last part of the definition of mature is this: brought to its end, finished. When I read
this, I saw something for the first time in these 5 words: brought to its end, finished.
Here it is: only when God brings us to the end of ourselves can we be anywhere close
to finished; when He is all we have to look to and to depend on, are we in a position to
hear Him and heed His instruction. Until our life’s circumstances, health, finances,
relationships, and so on, become so overwhelmingly impossible and our resources
exhausted, we hold to the areas where are most comfortable, self-reliant, and perhaps
proud. I have seen this in my own life, and Barbara was sent by God to deliver me. She
watched patiently and lovingly as God systematically, “had to blast [me] out of old stuff,”
as one prophet bore witness – a man who had never before laid eyes on me. “He had to
just blow up everything around you and get you out of there.” The prophet continued
speaking about going through a refining process to get to the pure gold. I was just
encouraged to learn there was gold in there somewhere, and that God did what He did
in His mercy and His love. If I could have gotten it easier, I would have.
God knows what your maturity will take to complete. What I believe is that your
completion – your finishing – your maturity -- will take you to the end of yourself. Indeed,
I know that there are those hearing me right now, whom God has already brought or is
bringing to the end of themselves. You know who you are. You’ve already put yourself
into the picture I’ve just painted. I’m speaking to you right now. Barbara and I are
walking with you; beside you, and you know that you are not alone and will not be alone
again. You receive correction because you seek it. When you come to the end of
yourself, you seek the wisdom that comes from the Father of us all. In fact, you no
longer wait until God brings you to the end of yourself – you seek Him; you seek
counsel FIRST, because, as Paul ended the Corinthians text we started with tonight,
you “have the mind of Christ.” Let’s read that again, and let it sink in: “You - have –
the - mind - of - Christ.”

Notice that Paul does not identify Him by His earthly title, Jesus Christ, – Yeshua
HaMasiach, or even “the Lord”. No! The Apostle Jesus Chris trained personally said,
“You have the means of thought that the Christ, the Anointed One, has NOW! You have
the same faculties of perceiving and understanding and those of feeling, judging, [and]
determining; the intellectual faculty, the understanding; the power of considering and
judging soberly, calmly and impartially; [the] particular mode of thinking and judging, i.e
thoughts, feelings, purposes, desires as Christ – the risen, completed and glorified Lord
of all.”
Paul didn’t say that the Corinthians, who were a moral train wreck, were on their way to
having the mind of Christ; Paul said YOU HAVE IT! You have it NOW! How’s that for
blowing your socks off?
I can almost hear Paul follow up his declaration with the words, “Now use it, you guys,
for Christ’s sake!”
“Yet wisdom are we speaking among the mature” –
Listen, we can’t speak this way to those who aren’t mature; we can’t fellowship this way
with them; but we can with you. Why? Because you have the same faculties of thought,
reason, understanding, consideration; sober, calm and impartial judgment; the same
thoughts, feelings, purposes and desires as He who sits now at the right hand of the
Father in Heaven. The Lord Himself – YEAH – THAT MIND – YOU HAVE IT!
I hear the Lord saying, “I know you don’t look like it right now, and you
probably don’t feel much like it some of the time – maybe a lot of the time
– but I’m telling you, you have the same mind He does – you are OF the
same mind as He is. Is it any wonder that you are perhaps uncomfortable
around the immature…agitated, anxious, irritated, dissatisfied in some
areas – maybe many areas – of your life? When You feel those ways, it’s
because you’re using YOUR mind; that is, your old Adamic mind. Come
UP into the mind of Christ, Whose you have right now. Your maturity, out
of which is the wisdom we’ve been speaking of, makes it real and useful –
indeed, it makes it essential that you not only have the mind of Christ, but
that you learn to use it in every area of your life. Then you won’t have to
be brought to the end of yourself so much. Then we’ll be thinking alike
and, therefore, acting alike,” I hear the Lord saying; thank You, Lord.
Now look at the rest of what Paul went on to write:
1 Corinthians 2:6-16

yet a wisdom not of this eon, neither of the chief men of this eon, who are
being discarded,
The Mind of Christ has nothing to do with this eon, and all its limited perspective and
capacity – it is counter to it; it looks stupid to it, yet it transcends and surpasses all of it,
and the people who conform to it.
7 but we are speaking God's wisdom in a secret, wisdom which has been
concealed [it was kept closed, hidden from everyone…until now, because the
obedience of Jesus Christ won it for you], which God designates before -before the eons, for [actually into] our glory, [The Father kept His wisdom
concealed throughout the eons until now, INTO OUR GLORY]
8 which not one [NOT ONE] of the chief men of this eon knows, for if they
know, they would not crucify the Lord of THE glory.
Remember what Jesus Himself said, as He hung on the cross?
Luke 23:34 –
"Father, forgive them, for they are not aware what they are doing."
Notice in verse 7 that God kept His wisdom concealed until He could release it “into our
glory.” What is our glory? Well, first of all, the word, glory – doxa in Greek, from which
we get doxology – means, “a highly favorable opinion and that which impresses it on the
senses or the mind.” It also means, “splendour, brightness; magnificence, excellence,
preeminence, dignity, grace; [here’s the key – get this now] the absolutely perfect
inward or personal Excellency of Christ; the majesty; a most glorious condition, most
exalted state; [hold on, there’s more…] that condition with God, the Father in heaven, to
which Christ was raised after he had achieved his work on earth.”
I ask you, what state are we yet expecting to obtain “in that day”; that is, in “the Day of
the Lord?” Is it not when concealed His wisdom from everyone throughout time, until He
revealed it for or into our glory, which Paul explains in the 15th chapter of the same letter
to the Corinthians:
1 Corinthians 15:
40 There are bodies celestial as well as bodies terrestrial. But a different glory,
indeed, is that of the celestial, yet a different that of the terrestrial,
41 another glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars, for star is excelling star in glory.
42 Thus also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is roused
in incorruption.
43 It is sown in dishonor; it is roused in glory. It is sown in infirmity; it is

roused in power.
44 It is sown a soulish body; it is roused a spiritual body.
45 If there is a soulish body, there is a spiritual also. Thus it is written also, The
first man, Adam, "became a living soul:" the last Adam a vivifying Spirit.
46 But not first the spiritual, but the soulish, thereupon the spiritual.
47 The first man was out of the earth, soilish; the second Man is the Lord out of
heaven.
48 Such as the soilish one is, such are those also who are soilish, and such as
the Celestial One, such are those also who are celestials.
49 And according as we wear the image of the soilish, we should be wearing
the image also of the Celestial.
50 Now this I am averring, brethren, that flesh and blood is not able to enjoy an
allotment in the kingdom of God, neither is corruption enjoying the allotment of
incorruption.
51 Lo! a secret to you am I telling! We all, indeed, shall not be put to repose,
yet we all shall be changed,
52 in an instant, in the twinkle of an eye, at the last trump. For He will be
trumpeting, and the dead will be roused incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal put on
immortality.
54 Now, whenever this corruptible should be putting on incorruption and this
mortal should be putting on immortality, then shall come to pass the word which
is written, Swallowed up was [the] Death by [into] Victory.
55 Where, O Death, is your victory? Where, O Death, is your sting?
56 Now the sting of [the] Death is [the] sin, yet the power of [the] sin is the law.
57 Now thanks be to [the] God, Who is giving us the victory, through our [the]
Lord Jesus Christ.
[“aka, The Lord of [the] Glory, to Whom Paul referred back in 1 Corinthians 2:8].
Clearly, Paul said if any one of the chief men of the eon knew this wisdom spoken
among the mature; if any of them knew Who Jesus really was, they’d never have
crucified Him. Our glory is not [the] Glory, it seems. It is like that, and perhaps it is
indistinguishable from it, but the begotten Son of the Father, Christ Jesus, has
apparently, a special “THE” glory that is reserved for Him alone. That makes sense:
Philippians 2:
6 Who, being inherently in the form of God, deems it not pillaging to be equal
with God,

7 nevertheless empties Himself, taking the form of a slave, coming to be in the
likeness of humanity,
8 and, being found in fashion as a human, He humbles Himself, becoming
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
9 Wherefore, also, God highly exalts Him, and graces Him with the name that is
above every name,
10 that in the name of Jesus every knee should be bowing, celestial and
terrestrial and subterranean,
11 and every tongue should be acclaiming that Jesus Christ is Lord, for the
glory of God, the Father.
1 Corinthians 2:
9 But, according as it is written, That which the eye did not perceive, and
the ear did not hear, and to which the heart of man did not ascend -whatever God makes ready for those who are loving Him.
10 Yet to us God reveals them through His spirit, for the spirit is searching
all, even the depths of God.
We just saw only a part of what Paul is speaking of here, from what we read in 1st
Corinthians 15.
11 For is any of humanity acquainted with that which is human except the
spirit of humanity [actually, it reads, the spirit of the human] which is in it?
Thus also, that which is of [the] God not one knows, except the spirit of
[the] God.
12 Now we obtained, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
[the] God, that we may be perceiving that which is being graciously given
to us by [the] God,
13 which we are speaking also, not with words taught by human wisdom,
but with those taught by the spirit, matching spiritual blessings with
spiritual words.
14 Now the soulish man is not receiving those things which are of the
spirit of [the] God, for they are stupidity to him, and he is not able to know
them, seeing that they are spiritually examined.
Don’t think anyone who doesn’t walk in the sphere you walk in is going to get you or
even want to get you. Some may, but don’t expect it; and, for heaven’s sake, don’t look
for it, or worse, desire it!
Remember James 4:

Are you not aware that the friendship of this world is enmity with God?
Whosoever, then should intend to be a friend of the world is constituted an
enemy of God.
5 Or are you supposing that the scripture is saying this for naught? Is the spirit
which dwells in us longing to envy?
6 Yet greater is the grace He is giving. Wherefore He is saying, God "the proud
is resisting, yet to the humble He is giving grace."
7 You may be subject, then, to God, yet withstand the Adversary, and he will be
fleeing from you.
8 Draw near to God, and He will be drawing near to you.
1 Corinthians 2:
15 Now he who is spiritual is, indeed, examining all, yet he is being
examined by no one. [Stay in spiritual authority! Don’t go to people thinking
they’re going to give you something God isn’t or hasn’t already!]
16 For who knew the mind of the Lord? Who will be deducing from Him?
Yet we have the mind of Christ.
An earnest of the enjoyment of the allotment.
Let go of the carnal mind
Alone – among the mature…

When Daughters Dance for Kings
A man sat alone in a prison cell the night of the King’s dinner. He had committed no crime.
He had only told the king that he was wrong to take his brother’s wife as his own. Though it
troubled the king, it infuriated his brother’s wife. She wanted to have the prisoner killed,
but the king knew that a large population of his subjects esteemed the prisoner as a great
man of God. The king himself liked the prisoner; he kept him safe while he was in prison;
and even enjoyed talking to the prisoner on occasion. The night of the dinner, however, the
king’s vengeful wife laid plans to force the king’s hand.

The king’s wife had a beautiful daughter and, knowing the King’s vulnerability to
young women, she sent her daughter to dance in front of the King and all his guests. It must
have been quite a performance, because following her dance, the king pledged publicly to
give the young woman whatever she requested, up to half of his kingdom. She went straight
to her mother and asked what the request should be. Seething with resentment against the
man who sat in a prison cell deep in the bowels of the castle, the mother told her daughter
to ask the King to have the prisoner’s head presented on a platter for all to see.
The prisoner had no idea of the events taking place in the palace that night. The King
and his guests were enjoying the evening. His wife, however, whom the King had taken
from his own brother, was focused on revenge. She had planted her own daughter in the
midst of her elaborate scheme, and seduced the King into giving her exactly what she
wanted, and sent her daughter back to the banquet with her request.
The daughter presented herself once more before the King and his guests. “Give me the
prisoner’s head here on a platter,” she asked.
The King wanted to refuse, but he had promised in front of everyone to grant the
young woman whatever she asked. There was no way to back away from his pledge and
maintain his hold over his guests. An executioner was dispatched. The innocent man was
taken from his cell and led to a room empty except for a large block of wood in the middle,
with a razor-sharp axe leaning on it. Told to kneel, the prisoner laid his head on the bare,
cold wood. The smell of dried blood from other prisoners’ who had met a similar fate, filled
his nostrils. The prisoner felt the blade of the axe for only a fraction of a second before he
died. Soon, a polished silver platter was presented to the King before all guests, with the
prisoner’s head lying on it.
Offended people may do some of the most hurtful things to others in order to “satisfy”
themselves. “Hurt people hurt people,” my wife says. Hurt people may include members of
their own families.
The story above is true. The events actually happened. The King’s name was Herod
Antipas. The offended wife was a woman named Herodias, and her daughter’s name was
Salome. The innocent prisoner, the object of Herodias’ offense was John the Baptist.
When you heed the call of God on your life, you may speak words that offend some, or
live in ways that others may find incomprehensible. The offended may retaliate by trying to
trip you in areas where you may be vulnerable.
Oswald Chambers, one of Christendom’s most well-read authors wrote, “Your
obedience to God will cost others far more than it costs you.”
When standing for the “plumb lines” of Godly principles is mocked or dismissed, stay
in spiritual authority; don’t settle for appeasement. Welcome into your life only those who
come in with acceptance and respect. Everyone else is free to live their lives apart from

yours. Beware of silent expectations. I do not expect to hear from anyone, and no one
should expect to hear from me. If and when the purpose of God is served, one of us will pick
up the phone or send an e-mail. Meanwhile, we will “be ambitious to be quiet, and to be
engaged in our own affairs, and to be working with our hands...that we may be walking
respectably toward those outside and we may have need of nothing” (1 Thessalonians 4:1012).
“With Christ have I been crucified, yet I am living; no longer I, but living in me is
Christ. Now that which I am now living in flesh, I am living in faith that is of the Son
of God, Who loves me, and gives Himself up for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

Mark 6:17, Luke 3:18-20 and 9:7-9, Matthew 14 (?)
Dance for the Prophet’s head.
Herodius had her mother’s power
Whacked out family system

