123 – So we will know . . .
Let me tell you how tonight’s study came to be: I’ve ridden my bike all around this
community of 8,000 over the past couple of weeks, and I was on one of my rides
along the golf cart path this past Monday morning, getting a great view of all the
homes and neighborhoods around here. When I go back, I told Barbara what a
miraculous home God chose for us, because there is no setting like it in the entire
community – it is uniquely situated and shielded, yet with a panoramic view
including the beautiful sunsets that Barbara loves. Those of you who have been
here, know what the Father’s house and its property looks like. but you haven’t
seen the whole development, especially from the back sides of everything.

We entered a new season last week when Barbara announced the first Jammie
Church since June 24, 2012. We witnessed its beginning on Saturday, September
8, and it was sealed on Sunday, September 9, 2012. That’s 77 days – 7 is the
number of perfection in the scriptures, and adding the two digits, we get 14,
twice the number of perfection. Adding those two digits, we get 5, the number of
grace, which is also the number of September 9, 2012. The previous Jammie
Church ended on June 24, 2012, which is the number 8, the number of new
beginnings. If all this number business seems a bit tedious or over-reaching, I am
bringing to our attention again the principle we have studied and observed many
times: we are involved – intimately involved – in living out and bringing to the
world, by God’s leading and according to His word and timing, the fulfillment,
perhaps of what Paul wrote to the Ephesians:
Ephesians 3:8-12
…the evangel of the untraceable riches of Christ to the nations,
9 and to enlighten all as to what is the administration of the secret,
which has been concealed from the eons in God, Who creates [the]
all,
10 that now may be made known to the sovereignties and the
authorities among the celestials, through the ecclesia, the

multifarious wisdom of God, [that is, His wisdom that is “marked with a
great variety of color, {like} a painting”]
11 in accord with the purpose of the eons, which He makes in Christ
Jesus, our Lord;
12 in Whom we have [the] boldness and [the] access with confidence,
through His faith.

That is, Jesus Christ’s faith; THE faith, the One and Only faith that gives you and
me the access, let alone the boldness, to come into and live, if we will, in the
literal presence of the Father, Who, together with Christ Jesus, makes His abode
with us, because of our faith in Him, so that He is all in us now, as He will be all in
all at the consummation. (John 14:23, and 1 Corinthians 15:24-28)
Nine months ago, the Lord brought us across a river spiritually, into a new land,
and we have moved through the rocky places, the hills and valleys, ridding our
lives of foreigners, at times fighting off invaders, and establishing new
relationships ordained and engineered by God. All this has been accomplished by
the power of God’s spirit working in and through us, all amidst His demonstration
of signs, wonders, and miracles, so that we will know, beyond any possible doubt,
that He is the Lord; so that we will not forget that He has done this, and so that
we will remember always that He is God, that He has done it: He has directed
every event, circumstance, situation and relationship in our lives, either for our
blessing or our training.
Throughout the scriptures, God demonstrates his power massively for the same
purpose as He has in our own lives, and in the life we share as an ecclesia and as
members of the Body of Christ: to establish in the hearts and minds of people,
whether they believe in Him or not, that He is the Lord; the sovereign, all-mighty
God, El-Shaddai.
In the ESV of the OT, there are 90 references to the phrase, “You shall know that I
am the Lord your God,” or some variation of those words. The Lord directed me
to this study several days ago, I believe because we are in a position similar to
that of Israel in this way: We crossed into the land God that prepared for us. We

chose that day Whom we would serve. We’ve been 9 months clearing the land to
make our home in it – all in the spirit, mind you; however, I believe we are
crossing from the reality in the spirit into the reality in our hearts, our minds, and
even in our flesh. What I mean is that I suspect that each of us will find that
whatever “hot buttons” we have left – the ones that come out when the pressure
is on and we are caught off balance, are being pushed and will, if WE are willing –
be flattened so that we live in peace until Christ returns.
Let’s look together into the word of God to grasp why God makes such a
production out of bringing people He’s chosen to where He wants them. In the
process, perhaps we’ll get a glimpse of ourselves, our lives, where we are as
individuals and as an ecclesia; and maybe we’ll even gain some insight into where
we’re headed. Above all, I pray that we gain wisdom, which is the best possible
outcome to carry us forward and sustain us in this season and those yet to come,
until the Day of the Lord.
Exodus 6:7
I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know
that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians.
Exodus 7:5
The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand
against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them.”
Exodus 7:17
Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD: behold,
with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile,
and it shall turn into blood.
Thus begins God’s proof to the Egyptians that He is the Lord, and there is no
other.
Exodus 8:22
But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people

dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I
am the LORD in the midst of the earth.
“Let there be no mistake,” God says, “as to Who is the Lord in the midst of the
earth.” “I’ll prove it to you,” which He proceeds to do, over and over again
until finally, Pharaoh has to spit Israel out of Egypt’s mouth.
Now, back up with me: How did He establish friendship with Abraham? The
Lord spoke to Abraham; He appeared to him, ate with him, walked and talked
with Him, showing him what would be. God took Abraham into His
confidence, and then proved His faithfulness to His word – His declaration –
with signs, wonders, and miracles.
How did God establish His unique relationship with Moses? He appeared to
Moses, first in a bush that burned but was not consumed by the fire. He gave
Moses confidence by the signs, wonders, and miracles that accompanied His
instructions to Moses and the words He gave Moses to speak to the Egyptians
and to Israel.
How did God establish Israel as His chosen people, to THEM and to the world
at large? The great climax of this was when all of Israel was gathered on the
Egyptian shore of the Red Sea, and God did what had never been seen before
– that’s the most important landmark right there: When God does something
that has never seen before, we would be wise to pay attention and then move
with His hand – and not against it – as it sweeps across our lives.
Exodus 29:46
And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out
of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their
God.
Notice that He repeats the words, “I am the Lord their God.” Remember the
principle of something said or revealed twice: that it is established in Heaven and
God will bring it pass swiftly. We learned this principle from Joseph’s words in

Genesis, when interpreted Pharaoh’s two dreams that meant essentially the same
thing.
But Israel had a severe case of amnesia! They weren’t three days out of Egypt
before they complained about having no water to drink. Later on, they
complained about having no meat to eat, and having to settle – settle, if you
please – for Manna, which God Himself supplied to sustain them on their journey
to the Promised Land. Can you imagine awakening every morning to a fresh
supply of a food uniquely suited to you and your situation in the desert? Did they
appreciate it? No. They grumbled about that and almost everything else. God
made water come out of a rock…twice! He blew in quail; He sheltered them by
day with the pillar of cloud, and by night with the pillar of fire; He protected their
feet from swelling, and even their clothing from wearing out throughout a 40-year
journey! And let’s remember that it was a journey that was 40 years longer than it
needed to be, precisely because of their attitudes!
Isaiah 49:26
I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh, and they shall be drunk
with their own blood as with wine. Then all flesh shall know that I am the
LORD your Savior, and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”
Jeremiah 9:24
but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me,
that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the
LORD.”
Ezekiel 12:15
And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I disperse them among the
nations and scatter them among the countries.
Ezekiel 20:12
Moreover, I gave them my Sabbaths, as a sign between me and them, that
they might know that I am the LORD who sanctifies them.

Out of the 90 times the scriptures declare, “that you might know that I am the
Lord your God,” or something like that, 71 of them appear in Ezekiel’s prophecy.
This one got me the most:
Ezekiel 20:42
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into the land of
Israel, the country that I swore to give to your fathers.
Wait! Didn’t God do all that clear back in Exodus? Yes He did, but did Israel
remember? Before we leave Ezekiel 20:42, that reference was number 43 out of
90. 4+3=7, the number of perfection. Ezekiel is the 25th book in the Bible (5 times
the number of grace), and 2+5=7, the number of perfection.
I don’t want to get too carried away with the numbers thing, but I believe that we
are being invited by the Father into his mind, His heart, and His ways, specifically
for wisdom in this season, so that we do not go the way of others before us in
ancient times, who saw His signs, wonders and miracles, but who did not gain
wisdom and who perished in their own, self-absorbed, self-important, stupid
foolishness.
God did all He did in the sight of Israel, Egypt, and all mankind really, so that all
would know – that is recognize, acknowledge, accept, worship, rightly fear, and
serve Him – because He is the One and Only God; He is faithful and He is worthy.
He has ALWAYS done everything He can to make Himself known unmistakably.
Who is paying attention?
Five times, the scripture says, “They forgot.”
Hosea 13:6
but when they had grazed, they became full, they were filled, and their
heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot me.
Why do we think that Jesus did all the things He did?
John 2:23-25

Now as He was in Jerusalem at the Passover in the festival, many
believe in His name, beholding His signs which He did.

“Seeing is believing” here, but it has no staying power. Even though many
believed, it didn’t count much…
24 Yet Jesus Himself did not entrust Himself to them, because of His
knowing all men,
25 for He had no need that anyone should be testifying concerning
mankind, for He knew what was in mankind.

2 Corinthians 5:7
…for by faith are we walking, not by perception
You and I are called by God to a walk that few before us have known: a walk by
faith and not by perception. And yet, we have seen His signs, wonders, and
miracles with our own eyes; we have experienced them in our own lives.
Here’s the catch: He shows us His power so that we do not forget, like Israel
forgot; so that we will always remember, like Israel WILL yet remember; so that
we will, “bring the evangel of the untraceable riches of Christ to the nations, and
to enlighten all as to what is the administration of the secret, which has been
concealed from the eons in God, Who creates [the] all” (Ephesians 3:8-9); and, most
importantly, so that we will, “[make] known to the sovereignties and the
authorities among the celestials, through the ecclesia [--that’s us--], the
multifarious wisdom of God, in accord with the purpose of the eons, which He
makes in Christ Jesus, our Lord” (Ephesians 3:10-11).
Jesus said it Himself:
John 5:36
"Now I have a testimony greater than John's. For the works which the
Father has given Me that I should be perfecting them, the works
themselves which I am doing are testifying concerning Me that the
Father has commissioned Me.
John 10:25-27

The works which I am doing in the name of My Father, these are
testifying concerning Me.
26 But you are not believing, seeing that you are not of My sheep,
according as I said to you.
27 "My sheep are hearing My voice, and I know them, and they are
following Me.

John 10:37-38
If I am not doing My Father's works, do not believe Me.
38 Yet if I am doing them, and if ever you are not believing Me, be
believing the works, that you may be knowing and believing that in Me
is the Father, and I am in the Father."
We have the testimony of God in front of us daily:
 in the printed word
 in the witness of our own spirit
 in the creation all around us
 in the declaration coming out of our own mouths.
But there is both the marvel and the danger:
The marvel is that we would perceive all, believe all, and walk worthily of all God
is and has shown us we are; that we would spend our waking hours in awe and
appreciation of, and gratitude for, His love and His grace; His mercy and His
kindness; and most of all, His faithfulness to us who are in Christ.
The danger is that we would forget all that God is and all that we have learned
from Him, which has been imparted to us by His Holy Spirit living in us, while
we’re out among the vast throngs of Christians in name only, and those who don’t
give God a second thought. The danger is that we would cast our gaze along the
low and dark horizon of anyone who walks in the flesh and not in the Spirit of
God. The danger is that we would give our attention to ANYTHING that the Holy
Spirit is not speaking in us!
Yesterday, someone called with this incredible report in which I saw that He had
protected what God has committed to him, in the face of impassioned pleas and

even the displeasure of someone who does not have his calling or his walk with
the Lord. No matter what the ramifications may yet be, He did not cast his pearls
before swine or give holy things to, but is living…
Isaiah 26:3
3
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he
trusts in You.
Brothers and sisters, take note of the landmarks in the scriptures – they are there
for us to gain wisdom, learn skill, and live above the world while we live in it.
If we are NOT in perfect peace, in any area of our lives right now, it is because we
are NOT TRUSTING GOD; it is just that simple; therefore our minds have strayed
from Him and not stayed on Him. That’s how I read this scripture.
“Stay” in Hebrew means, “to lean or lay upon, rest upon, lean against”; it also
means, “to support, uphold, sustain; to brace oneself; to refresh, or revive”
All that living in perfect peace requires is TRUSTING GOD – wholly and solely.
Trusting Him – no one else, least of all ourselves! – enables us not to STRAY our
minds from Him, but to STAY our minds on Him, to lean upon, rest upon, and lean
against Him; “to support, uphold, sustain ourselves in Him; to brace ourselves; to
refresh and revive” ourselves in Him. Trusting God is the only way to keep our
minds straight and clear in this wicked eon, it seems to me. Our peace – PERFECT
PEACE, from which springs joy and delight, DEPENDS upon staying our minds on
Him, and that requires TOTAL trust in Him.
Are we making decisions, drawing conclusions, or worse, judging others without
trusting God for insight and wisdom? Where else will we find these, I ask? Who
else has them? Can God give us insight and wisdom when we seek Him?
James 1:5
5 Now if anyone of you is lacking wisdom, let him be requesting it from
God, Who is giving to all generously and is not reproaching, and it shall
be given to him.
6 Yet let him be requesting in faith –in TRUST!-- doubting nothing [that
is the picture of someone whose mind is stayed on the Lord], for he who
is doubting simulates a surge of the sea, driven by the wind and
tossed.
7 For let not that man be surmising that he shall be obtaining anything

from the Lord -8 a man double-souled, turbulent in all his ways. [that is the picture of
someone whose mind has strayed from the Lord]

Are we requesting wisdom from God? If not, we aren’t trusting Him anyway and
we may as well hang it all up. If we are requesting from Him, are we doubting and
therefore not fully trusting Him? If so, we’re likely not getting answers, or the
answers we do get are from a much lower realm than Heaven’s view. The
scripture is declaring that God Almighty WILL give what we request of Him WHEN
we are confident, not doubting but fully trusting Him.
Why is it necessary to review what should be obvious to us all by this time? I
believe it is because in the midst of what I’m calling a massive shift in God’s
direction for the body of Christ in this season, we are vulnerable to being thrown
off balance, caught by surprise, and even swept away by the tsunami that follows
any great shift. We are in what I believe is a transition period, immediately
following a great shift, which is very uncomfortable, disorienting, and I believe the
goal of this time is to work out of us what qualities we have yet brought along
into the new land that simply will no longer work. Wherever our charters need
refined, I believe God is going to get at it, maybe while we’re squirming under His
microscope that is lit with an inescapable and all-revealing searchlight. Some
areas of thinking and behaving that you once could tolerate, you will no longer
tolerate, or others who walk with you will no longer tolerate. We may find
ourselves called on our stuff when it shows up. Barbara and I are already seeing it,
and we’re watching it go on in the lives of others, whom we know, love and serve,
and we’re addressing as the Lord leads and when He makes it plain and makes the
way to go about it in love.
We are in the safest place to mature IN CHRIST. We are loved by the Father
without reservation or qualification. Remember that His Agape love will stop at
nothing short of the complete fulfillment of His purpose in and through our lives.
If we think we’re up for that, we’re wrong. We aren’t; we’re just kids, really, who
don’t have a clue what being up to His love looks like in its fullness – we would
spontaneously combust if we did. So, God meets us where we are, each of us,
tenderly, patiently, but relentlessly, Bless His Name!

Look at this last scripture with me, and with the Lord’s indulgence, I’ll change a
couple of words to fit us:
Ephesians 3:13-21
13 Wherefore I am requesting you not to be despondent at those of
[our] afflictions for [the] sake [of His Body], which are [our] glory.
14 On this behalf [are we] bowing [our] knees to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ,
15 after Whom every kindred in the heavens and on earth is being
named,
16 that He may be giving [us], in accord with the riches of His glory, to
be made staunch with power, through His spirit, in the man [and
woman] within,
17 Christ to dwell in [our] hearts through faith, that [we], having been
rooted and grounded in love,
18 should be strong to grasp, together with all the saints, what is the
breadth and length and depth and height -19 to know the love of Christ as well which transcends knowledge -that [we] may be completed for the entire complement of God.
20 Now to Him Who is able to do superexcessively above all that we
are requesting or apprehending, according to the power that is
operating in us,
21 to Him be glory in the ecclesia and in Christ Jesus for all the
generations of the eon of the eons! Amen!
I no longer believe that God loves to show off, as I once declared. Rather, I believe
today that God SHOWS OFF so that we will know that He is God and to assure that
we do not forget Him; that we remember Him; that we TRUST him, and therefore,
we stay our minds on Him; because in Him and Him alone is our salvation – our
salvation ultimately at His coming, of course, but also our salvation right here and
now, as we negotiate the potholes and twists and obstacles every single day in a
world run by what Jesus called “the chief of the world,” in John 14:30).
Father, we give You praise tonight and we thank You for Your unique and
relentless love that pursues only our completion and perfection, so we can relate

to You as mature sons and daughters. We stay our minds on You, because we
trust You. Where else would we go, as Peter asked? You’re the one with life.
Father, in Christ Jesus and in You is our life. Indeed, our lives are “hid together
with Christ in [You],” Paul wrote in Colossians 3:3.
Help us tonight Lord, and in the hours and days to come, to get a firm footing as
quickly as possible following the massive shift you made this past week. The
ground feels unsteady beneath our feet, and some of us are reeling from the
force of the tide that is following on the heels of such massive changes in our
worlds.
Nevertheless, You have revealed Yourself to us in ways that are unmistakable to
prepare us for where we are today and for what lies ahead, so that we will know
that You are the Lord, that there is no other, and besides You there is no Savior;.
Where we have coddled old patterns, we give them up to You to be burned in the
fire of Your love. We break powers with spirits that aren’t You. We break
agreements with people who love themselves, not us, let alone those who don’t
trust You! We pull down the gods that have occupied our attention and caused
our minds to STRAY from You rather than STAY upon You. Whether habits of
attitude, temperament, or association, we break alliances and allegiance with
them and ask you to shake and break till all hell comes out of us.
Father, get everything You’re after in our lives, I pray, and I pray that those
listening will agree with me, as I request of You, in the name of the One Who died
that we might live, and live more abundantly: Bring on the abundance, Lord.
Search out and utterly destroy, and transform everything in us that doesn’t look
like You, so that we can contain the abundance of Your kingdom within us NOW,
and in THAT DAY, bring us into Your presence, I pray, with joy and celebration for
lives well-lived in perfect peace, because we stayed our minds on You, because
we trust You.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Instead of the usual way of blessing you before we end Light Up the Scriptures,
I’m going to play one of the only pieces of choral music I absolutely love listening
to. I heard it every Sunday growing up, and I pray it will sweep you into the
Presence of God tonight. Here it is:
“The Lord bless you and keep you.”

