Heaven’s View vs. Ours
Isaiah 55: 8-11
8
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
9
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
“Heaven’s view is so different,” Barbara says often. Her point—and the point of our
study tonight—is that God’s perspective is the only correct one—really—and we
would do well to hold ours loosely until it is aligned with His.
Let me give a personal example: Barbara and I live in the Indianapolis area—a land
neither of us would have chosen, into a house and a community that neither of us
would have chosen, but God did...and we loved it. We just moved from the house
we leased for the past 11-1/2 months—the fourth move since Barbara and I got
together more than 3 years ago; however, this time, instead of moving across the
country to a new land, we moved into a house just 8 miles southwest of where we
were. This has been a land full of purpose and, for the first time since we were
married, and since I joined Barbara in walking uprightly before the Lord, He is
keeping us in the same land. God showed Barbara this house—the one we moved
into just 5 days ago—within hours of her asking two questions: “Father, where
would you have us live? Where do You want to live.”
The Lord has something important in mind with this move, and seeing it unfold from
His perspective has been—and will continue to be—of utmost importance. From my
perspective, I must remind myself that this is the house God chose to live in with us,
especially when I had trouble putting screens in the windows because of the way
that blinds had been installed. When a tile fell out of the shower ceiling as I changed
a burned out light bulb, I had to remind myself that God has chosen for us to live
here, and to live here with us Himself! On the 6th day since I first entered the house
to prepare it for us to move in, I am freshly and starkly aware that God’s view—
heaven’s view—is obviously different from our view; that it is His purpose that is
paramount and that must be served; that my purposes are subordinate at least; and
I am reminded of Isaiah 55: 8-11 . . .
8
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
9
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Now go on into verses 10-11:
10
As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
God’s word is not empty. What He speaks, He has purposed and He will bring it to
pass. In the bringing about of His purpose, everyone and everything is affected . . . and
it’s all good, so long as we are loving Him:
Romans 8:28
28 Now we are aware that God is working all together for the good of those who are
loving God, who are called according to the purpose
29 that, whom He foreknew, He designates beforehand, also, to be conformed to the
image of His Son, for Him to be Firstborn among many brethren.
18 For I am reckoning that the sufferings of the current era do not deserve the glory
about to be revealed for us.
Now THERE is a contrast – we’re suffering in this current eon—aka this
“wicked eon”—and THE glory is about to be revealed in us! The path to
glory goes through a forest of suffering – that is NOT the way you or I
would engineer things – and yet that is EXACTLY how God does it.
19 For the premonition of the creation is awaiting the unveiling of the sons of God.
20 For to vanity was the creation subjected, not voluntarily, but because of Him Who
subjects it, in expectation
(Who is doing the expecting here? GOD!)
21 that the creation itself, also, shall be freed from the slavery of corruption into the
glorious freedom of the children of God.
22 For we are aware that the entire creation is groaning and travailing together until
now.
23 Yet not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruit of the spirit, we

ourselves also, are groaning in ourselves, awaiting the sonship, the deliverance of our
body.
24 For to expectation were we saved. Now expectation, being observed, is not
expectation, for what anyone is observing, why is he expecting it also?
25 Now, if we are expecting what we are not observing, we are awaiting it with
endurance.
26 Now, similarly, the spirit also is aiding our infirmity, for what we should be praying
for, to accord with what must be, we are not aware, but the spirit itself is pleading for
us with inarticulate groanings.
“inarticulate groanings” – when we pray in the spirit, in tongues, or languages as
Paul wrote, our spirit is praying. Here the holy spirit (“THE spirit”) is also pleading
with inarticulate groanings . If ever there were an example of how important the
language of the spirit is, it’s right here. First of all, there are groanings – there are
images of labor pains here, that are reinforced in other scriptures -- AND the
groaning are inarticulate – not understandable by the rational, educated,
“proper,” let alone religious, mind! These sounds are intelligible only to the spirit
and in the spirit.
27 Now He Who is searching the hearts is aware what is the disposition of the spirit,
for in accord with God is it pleading for the saints.
28 Now we are aware that God is working all together for the good of those who are
loving God, who are called according to the purpose
29 that, whom He foreknew, He designates beforehand, also, to be conformed to the
image of His Son, for Him to be Firstborn among many brethren.
30 Now whom He designates beforehand, these He calls also, and whom He calls,
these He justifies also; now whom He justifies, these He glorifies also.
31 What then, shall we declare to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
32 Surely, He Who spares not His own Son, but gives Him up for us all, how shall He
not, together with Him, also, be graciously granting us [THE] all?
God will NOT be found holding anything back from us...but the
journey may not appear as we would have wished. We may be in the
wrong land, the wrong house, the wrong marriage, the wrong job, the
wrong church (is there a right one out there, since God established
none of them?). God’s purpose may require all of them to change in
order for HIS purpose to be realized in and through our lives!
Remember, obedience is more important than sacrifice:
1 Samuel 15:22
But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and

sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
Proverbs 21:3
To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than
sacrifice.
There’s an example of Heaven’s view verses our view: God set up
the law that required sacrifices, and YET, His perspective is that He
would rather have our obedience than anything the law required.
33 Who will be indicting God's chosen ones? God, the Justifier?
34 Who is the Condemner? Christ Jesus, the One dying, yet rather being roused, Who
is also at God's right hand, Who is pleading also for our sakes?
Note the commas here (read it again with commas). Who is pleading
for our sakes? “Christ Jesus, Who is also at God’s right hand!”
Pleading = 1) a falling in with, meeting with; an interview; a coming together;
2) to visit; 3) converse or for any other cause, that for which an interview is
held; a conference or conversation; a petition, supplication

Can you see Jesus standing beside God, saying, “Give Tom a break down there,
Father. He’s trying awful hard to make it work.” Or maybe he’s more like,
“Turn up the heat on Tom, Father; he still has a long way to go.”
35 What shall be separating us from the love of God in Christ Jesus? Affliction, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
36 According as it is written that "On Thy account we are being put to death the whole
day, We are reckoned as sheep for slaughter."
Seems a strange way to treat sons and daughters whom you’ve purposed
before the eons in Christ Jesus, doesn’t it?
37 Nay! in all these we are more than conquering through Him Who loves us.
38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor messengers, nor sovereignties,
nor the present, nor what is impending, nor powers,
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Things—people—just don’t look like what you thought they would, when God is at work:
1 Corinthians 1:25 –
25 for the stupidity of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger
than men.
26 For you are observing your calling, brethren, that there are not many wise
according to the flesh; not many powerful, not many noble,

27 but the stupidity of the world God chooses, that He may be disgracing the wise, and
the weakness of the world God chooses, that He may be disgracing the strong,
28 and the ignoble and the contemptible things of the world God chooses, and that
which is not, that He should be discarding that which is,
29 so that no flesh at all should be boasting in God's sight.
30 Yet you, of Him, are in Christ Jesus, Who became to us wisdom from God, besides
righteousness and holiness and deliverance,
31 that, according as it is written, He who is boasting, in the Lord let him be boasting.
Also, take a moment with me and look at how Paul presented himself to the ecclesia at
Corinth. Here’s a man, remember, who was dramatically called and chosen by the risen
Lord when he was persecuting and imprisoning every Christian he could get his hands
on—women and children included—and was sovereignly given his unique revelations
by the Lord Himself. No one taught Paul about the things he wrote in his epistles. In
fact, Paul himself is a wonderful example of things and people not looking like what you
thought. In one of our earliest studies – perhaps the 3rd or fourth (this is now the 64th
study!) – we walked through the third chapter of the book, GO GOD!, titles, “Who
Picked This Guy?” because Paul was such an unlikely choice for the man who became
greatest of the apostles. You want to see a study in Heaven’s view—God’s
perspective—versus ours, read that chapter again with new eyes. No wonder it was
Paul who was chosen to introduce the administration of God’s Grace; he was a walking
testimony to the grace of God in Christ! Yet, for all Paul’s eloquence, look at how he
came to Corinth the first time:
1 Corinthians 2 – the whole chapter!:
1 And I, coming to you, brethren, came not with superiority of word or of wisdom,
announcing to you the testimony of God,
2 for I decide not to perceive anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.
3 And I came to be with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling,
4 and my word and my heralding were not with the persuasive words of human
wisdom, but with demonstration of spirit and of power,
5 that your faith may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
6 Yet wisdom are we speaking among the mature, yet a wisdom not of this eon,
neither of the chief men of this eon, who are being discarded,
7 but we are speaking God's wisdom in a secret, wisdom which has been concealed,
which God designates before -- before the eons, for our glory,
8 which not one of the chief men of this eon knows, for if they know, they would not
crucify the Lord of glory.
9 But, according as it is written, That which the eye did not perceive, and the ear did
not hear, and to which the heart of man did not ascend -- whatever God makes ready

for those who are loving Him.
10 Yet to us God reveals them through His spirit, for the spirit is searching all, even the
depths of God.
11 For is any of humanity acquainted with that which is human except the spirit of
humanity which is in it? Thus also, that which is of God no one knows, except the spirit
of God.
12 Now we obtained, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God, that we
may be perceiving that which is being graciously given to us by God,
13 which we are speaking also, not with words taught by human wisdom, but with
those taught by the spirit, matching spiritual blessings with spiritual words.
14 Now the soulish man is not receiving those things which are of the spirit of God, for
they are stupidity to him, and he is not able to know them, seeing that they are
spiritually examined.
15 Now he who is spiritual is, indeed, examining all, yet he is being examined by no
one.
16 For who knew the mind of the Lord? Who will be deducing from Him? Yet we have
the mind of Christ.
Romans 11:33-35
33 O, the depth of the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
inscrutable are His judgments, and untraceable His ways!
34 For, who knew the mind of the Lord? or, who became His adviser?
35 or, who gives to Him first, and it will be repaid Him?
There are a few people in our lives with whom we walk closely, who have just pure
hearts after God’s highest and best in their lives. One called a few days ago, asking,
“Do you think I missed God and where I am now is just the consequence of my choices
and this is His Plan B for my life?”
Barbara always reminds me and others, “We’re free to make our choices, but we are
NOT free from the consequences of those choices.”
I’m not big on Plan B’s. I well recognize where my choices have led throughout my life,
up to right now; however, you may recall hearing me say before that God cannot be
surprised, and I am an absolute “sovereign-ist” when it comes to God’s hand over our
lives. There, I just created a new sect: sovereign-ists.” Let me read again one of the
scriptures that I return to continually whenever I think or hear about “missing God,” or
being relegated to Plan B:
Psalm 139:1-18, with the emphasis on verses 3 and 16
1
You have searched me, LORD,
and you know me.

2

You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3
You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways.
The CLV reads: “My path and my pallet You have measured off, and for all
my ways You have made provision.” Now to me, that says that if there is a Plan
B, God already knew it and covered it! My own opinion is that there are no
Plan B’s. There is only God’s plan and His is Plan A...PERIOD. Let’s keep reading
and you’ll see why I think that.
4

Before a word is on my tongue
you, LORD, know it completely.
5
You hem me in behind and before,
and you lay your hand upon me.
The CLV reads: “Back and front, You have besieged me, and You set Your
palm upon me.”
6

7

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain.
The CLV reads: “Such knowledge is marvelous beyond me; it is impregnable;
I cannot reach to it.” Now we can see why our lives may not look like we would
have planned had we been the architects. We can also see why changes that
come because of the call of God on our lives may shake things up that we may
have considered sacred and unshakable—they may even appear foolish,
ignoble, contemptible, according to the wisdom of man (which is foolishness to
God).
Let’s take a side trip here into James 4:4-8
Are you not aware that the friendship of this world is enmity with
God? Whosoever, then should intend to be a friend of the world is
constituted an enemy of God. (friendship OF is not the same as
friendship WITH!)
5 Or are you supposing that the scripture is saying this for naught? Is
the spirit which dwells in us longing to envy?
6 Yet greater is the grace He is giving. Wherefore He is saying, God
"the proud is resisting, yet to the humble He is giving grace."
7 You may be subject, then, to God, yet withstand the Adversary, and
he will be fleeing from you.
8 Draw near to God, and He will be drawing near to you. (This
sounds a lot like Jesus’ instruction to “seek first the kingdom
and its righteousness...”) Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and
purify your hearts, double-souled!

Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
8
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths [the unseen], you are there.

9

If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
if I settle on the far side of the sea,
10
even there your hand will guide me,
your right hand will hold me fast.
11
If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
and the light become night around me,”
12
even the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
13
For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
The CLV reads very different here: “I shall acclaim you, for You are
fearfully distinguished; marvelous are Your works. You have known my soul
very thoroughly...”
15

My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes saw my unformed body [my embryo];
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
The CLV reads: “And my days, all of them, were written upon your scroll; the
days were formed when there was not one of them.”
17

How precious to me are your thoughts, God!
How vast [plentiful] is the sum of them!
18
Were I to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when I awake, I am still with you.
So...here’s a God—Our Father—Whose ways are past finding out, Whose thoughts and
ways are incalculably higher than ours; who chooses the foolish to confound the wise,
the ignoble and contemptible to abase the proud and proper; Who knows us coming
and going, and Who planned for every contingency in every one of our days before
they—or we—were even made. Is it any wonder that things about our lives or the world
around us don’t make sense to us mere mortals, struggling to comprehend the
incomprehensible?!
This is Our God and Father Who sent the Lord Jesus Christ to Earth to die for us...AND
to be raised and glorified. This is “the One Who is operating all in accord with the counsel
of His will” (Ephesians 1:11).

When things look outside of the “NORM,” remember all that we have looked at tonight,
and think on this:
Ephesians 2:14 – For He is our Peace
Romans 15:33 – Now the God of peace be with all of you! Amen!
Romans 14:17 – for the kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness and
peace and joy in holy spirit.
John 14:27 – "Peace I am leaving with you. My peace I am giving to you. Not according as
the world is giving to you, am I giving to you. Let not your heart be disturbed, neither let it
be timid.”
2 Corinthians 3:17 – Now the Lord is the spirit; yet where the spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom.
Here’s something Barbara says that goes right with those last two scriptures:
“Jesus paid a big price to set us free, and if we’re not free to do what He’s called us to
do we’re bound and that’s no place for a child of God to live.”
Here’s Barbara’s 3-point “God Check”:
Find out who your God is or who has you bound:
1. Who gets your time?
2. Who gets your money, and
3. Who do you talk about?
Prov. 10:22 says – The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, without painful toil for it.
This is a great benchmark to know how close we are to living in accord with God’s
purpose in your life. How are your finances? How is your health? How are your closest
relationships? If there is lack in any area, consider the 3-point God check. If everything
checks out, factor in that God Himself may be taking you through a season of breaking
or may be burning people out of your life who serve only to hold you back from realizing
the fullness of His purpose for your life.

